Clinical and biochemical pregnancy in two respective recipients without ovarian function following gamete intrafallopian transfers using oocytes from a single donor.
Infertility resulting from premature ovarian failure in two independent patients was treated using a combination of steroid replacement, oocyte donation and gamete intrafallopian transfer (GIFT). Following ovarian stimulation four oocytes were retrieved from a volunteer donor undergoing simultaneous laparoscopic sterilisation. Two oocytes were subsequently replaced into each recipient's fallopian tube together with capacitated sperm from their respective husbands. In one recipient (Turner's syndrome) an intrauterine sac with fetal heart present was observed by ultrasound six weeks post GIFT whereas in the second recipient (premature menopause) plasma beta-hCG reached a peak value of 954mIU/ml eighteen days after GIFT before decreasing rapidly in the absence of ultrasound evidence of pregnancy. Intramuscular administration of progesterone appeared to be necessary during the post-GIFT period for maintenance of pregnancy. The above treatment was carried out on a predominantly out-patient basis in a small assisted conception unit based in a teaching hospital.